ees | UFOB INDEX CARD arsc70B=3h1-56 
t. DATE | 2. LOCATION . CONCLUSIONS 


_ 
me 


3 le Sep 56 Kalispell, Montana & ‘Wea Betleus 
| me , {3 fil | | : iO Probably Balloon 
3. DATE-TIME ng 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION = Teeny waren 
04202 Sep 56 | QO Was Aircraft 
© Ground-Vi sual ibaa GQ Probably Aireroft 
= Air Visuel_ OG Airintercept Redar bs Possibly Aircroft 
5. PHOTOS Mi OWas Astronomical 
vilian O Probobly Astronomical 
Ch , O Possibly Astronomical 
| 7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE — 4 ae 
| 11) Insufficient Date for Evaluation 
O Unknown 


| Seven hours One In orbit 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING " 111. COMMENTS 


One bowl or tear-shaped object, the size of Full investigation of this sighting 
| @ dime at arm's length. Color vatied from red/was assigned to Flt 1-3, AISS on 
to green to white. Cbject had a fussy and '5 Sep 56, This headquarters concurs with 
hasy tail. Object was initially sighted SSE | Flt 1-B investigating officer that sighti) 
at 35° elevation. Object was observed visu was caused by the Planet Mars. AF Forn |! 
and through binceulars for 7 hours and @is= 112 will be repreduced and will be for- 

appeared over the horizon near dawn, warded through normal charmels, 
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HEADQUARTERS 
4602D AIR INTELLIGENCE SERVICE SQUADRON (ADC) 


UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ENT AIR FORCE BASE, COLORADO 


11 September 1956 
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal 


TOs Commander 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
WrightePatterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


1. The attached Air Intelligence Information Report (AF Form 112) 
as submitted by OIC, Flight 1-B, 602d Air Intelligence Service 
Squadron, Malstrom AFB, Montana, is forwarded for your information 


and necessary action. 


FOR THE COMMANDER: 
~~CHARLES W. GODSEY 


Captain, USAF 
Assistant Adjutant 


os - “ TCS 
CMN34 "SAUCERS —°>( | a | eee. 
GREAT FALLS. MONS ese, SEPT. 4--CINS)--CFFICEK. AT MALMSTROM AIR © | 
TORCE BASE SENT REPORTS TODAY TO WASHINGTON DESCRIBING ATTEMPTED 
INTERCEPTIONS OF FLYING SAUCERS SEEN NEAR KALISPELL, MONTe, LAST NIGHT. 
FIVE Fe94C JET FIGHTERS OF THE 29TH AIR DIVISION AT THE BASE TOOK 
TO THE AIR THIS MORNING AFTER NUMEROUS REPORTS WERE RECEIVED OF A 
TRIANGULAR@SHAPED LUMINOUS OBJECT" IN THE SKY SEVEN MILES WEST OF 
CA! is ge, 6 
_TEE "OBJECT" REPORTEDLY APPEARED ABOUT 10 P. Me (MST) LAST NIGHT 
AND DISAPPEARED BETWEEN 5:30 AND 6 A. M. THIS MORNING. NUMEROUS 
RESIDENTS OF THE AREA REPORTED SEEING THE "OBJECT." 
THE FIVE JET PILOTS FILED REPORTS WHICH WERE WITHHELD FROM THE 
PUBLIC, ALTHOUGH THEY DID ANNOUNCE THEY HAD NOT MADE VISUAL CONTACT 
WITH THE LUMINOUS OBJECT. 
SOME WEATHER OBSERVERS IN MONTANA SPECULATED TYE OBJECT MIGHT BE 
EXPLAINED AS NORTHERN LIGHTS WHICH ARE PARTICULARLY BRILLIANT IN 
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KALISPELL, MONTANA, TSA "Flight 1-3, 46024 AISs 
6 September 1956... "Sah Septenbor 1956 

AIRICK 0, SHERE, Captain, AF. GIL, PRANDSUN and others 
TOSS ON A, 4, Sevtember 1956 


:, 


I, CONTENTS 


PART OMBg Description of sighting by vr. WRB, GOC Comty 
ie Se si Superviscr, Flathead County, Montana. 

PART TWOs: Description of sighting by Zather — GoC 
Lae Pe , Fae. "Aa gd Ealispell, Mort ana. ) 

S| PART THREE: Description of sighting Te eg wa Men 


“2. ARE FOUL.’ Description of sighting by Harl A. Clark, TSety Ar, AT et 
Fe nog ib nS Be GG,’ alispell, Montene *; | | 


«gy ARE 3 Description of sighting “¥ John Je Datessio, SSgt, wir, Arr Ay 
a ae oe . ‘i GQ, Kalispell, Montans . e } ~" 


. Supplementary Investigative Efforts. 
AR sures Comments. of Preparing officer. 


ae STOURT: An. tmidentified flying object. was sighted in the vaeiniier of . Ge 
‘alispell, Montana (EXFC 4112) at 0420 Zebra hours, 4 September 1956 (2120 hours, bye 
‘ST, ; 3. September 1956... The information.containsd in this report was cbdtained from - 
Cive: persons observing the object, and from ¢ en 49° ache conducted to determine 
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flight 1-3, 46022 AISS sd: BP OB2-56 gs . 


I, SOURCE : =a 
Address: <BR Street, Xalispell, ‘ontana 
Ages 45 
Occupation: Ceramics Tile Contractor 


Sducation: 14 years 


Qualifications: GCC Comty Supervisor far two years, nine months; 
eats tai with the Army during dorid war II, 


II, RELIABILITY: Source; a pale sii man, was recently in an automobile 
accident, and did not appear to be physically robust or strong, . He was completely 
certain that he had witnessed an object which he believed to have been looking for 
something; he is equally certain that the object will return. He was able to mks 
a sketch of the object (refer to Incl 1) and was able to give more. camplete descrip-. 
ticn of it than any of the other Sources, His description did not coincide with 
other eee His Bee georcge f is considered to be "E*. 


III, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION @ saan Seuree | was at his home with his wife — 
when they were notified by the Kalispell GOO cbservation pest that an unusual object 
was visible in the south-southesstern sky. This was apprecimtely at 0405152 Sep 
56(2215 hours MST, 3 Sep 56.) Source and his wife stepred cut on their back porch 
aaun tie Gate Te nee 
abewe the horison.: 


2e aes cali” ao Sebi anak ele er cate wee. There was no 
ROEM but many stars were visible, despite scattered clouds, 


36 Siuban ‘stated ‘Chas bb Guid Ghaewte Misttaccish the chess of tin 
objects he deseribed it as a bowl shaped, with five "fingers* or rods of light pro- | 
truding from the leading, a consave, edge. These rods of light were the same length > 
a3 the diameter of the object, and glowed brillantly, changing color with the object, = - 
from white to yellow. 2 ee eee ee Sey ve ee eee 
cut this tail, Source stated, was green, = 


| Source stated that the brilliance of the object varied constantly, as 
‘hough it were controlled by a rheostat. At times it would be intensely brilliant, 
und then dim as though the voltage were being reduced, There seemed to be no set 
-ime pattern for this change in satenpery the change would occur in 4 matterof a 
“ow seconds. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


= * iad 4 
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Flight 1-3, 4602 arss | 13-UF 0B-1-56 PaRt ee 15 


6. Wie chguet moved erretioiiis, and with great speed, Source compared 
ita movements to a yoxyo, although he added that it also moved horizontally as wil 
as vertically. ewe eee 
which were predominantly from the east, 


Te Both Source and his.vife cbverved the object and "the clowi through 
low power bincculars, but stated that glasses were not really necessary, dus tothe 
clarity with which it could be observed. (Source did not wear spectacles during 
the interview, ) . 


8, Source was reluctant to estimate the size of the object, but later 
compared it to the size of a dime held at arms length. Se estimated the object tb. 
5O- SEER SEE 30S niles Cstente 


Je ibvures end bib: cite eentisued: te cbearve the chjest fren their bask 
porch throughout the remainder of the night. Source could see the slow progression 
in @ south-southvesterly direction by camparing its relative positicns from points 
aleng.the ritgs pele ef ¢ neighboring house, ; 


oF 0. ‘We sounds vere heard at ixy tines 


uu. Source vas asked if he had any ideas as to vhat the object might be, 
or what it would be doing in that area. He replied in the negative, but added 
LttiitituUuaitiaAsk He ws 
positive the object was not a planst. 


12. Di eet siseryecr suttonly a4 aon was srpronshing, and seemed 
Se eeepeer nn. Pa See i & 
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Plight 1-3, 46024 ATSS | | 5 15 
Ze Ester (rs. <iiiin=easem 
iddress : Sq Street, Kalispell, Montana : 
* | | ' ' . re 
Age: 49 


Occupation: Housewife 
Education:. 14 years 
Qualifications: GCC post superviscr, Xalispell, Montana; ma 


| oe alg oF a. been with GOC for two years and nine months; 
| “3 a Se ae served —— a War It in the WAC, with 


*. TH RELIABILITY: esis shes Ghali: chink temas, ‘debe $0 eobeuiae ait 
the information at her disposal. She spoke with authority, and was never hesitant 
to answer any question. When her impressions were at variance with those of her 
hisband (Refer to Part One, this report) she so stated. Source is an energetics ns 
vorker in the GO and is fully avare of the importance of this program. The investi-. 


Source immediately sav a brilliant ‘Light 'at an angle of apreni= Bi 
nately 70 degrees above: toe, Berinete:, | er 2 
2, The night was ocld, pa lind’ with very gusty winds,. basctost no 
ROOD, ‘bua many stars were visible, despite scattered clouis, - Cl tee i ne 


. +39 
| “fe en eS and ‘ab Saas tuo's , 
toches greater’ in diameter then the full moon, Ta colcr t changed at varied inter= r% 


vale from white te yellow, . Lees 3g 
| he. heuves sated think us ind fvequmitiy dheerved the planet Venus rte 
d vnen she was stationed in the South Pacific, ani that this object was infinitely \ 
orighter than any other planet whe had ever observed, She was emphatic that it was- 
o act a planet. Source stated nen a re maine. Cent 
7 jimming from tie intense brilliance to a mare glow. oe: ek 
5. Soures stated that the object vas accompanied by a cloud, inte 
q a thle wlake eng nal oem cennestion vith the ferme. She described the clowl as 
f Lhiak , va 4 res 
| say the chien’ disapesan within’ tren ae, wrising from ész fee, She: frost i oe 


: A | UNCLASSIFIED : “2 f gs | = 


Flight 1-3, 4602d AIss” ae 4 
; | 15 


- 6» The object moved erratically and made sharply angled turns; the 
distance the object. moved during one of these turns was estimted to be ten tines 
vhe diameter of the object, 


fe So 2 


7. Source estimated the bheicht of the object to be between 6,000 and 
10,000 fset. This estimate was based on information she received from the J,3. 
' Weather Jureau, Flathead County Airport. 
F ; S. Source stated that the object was observed through low-powered 
| binoculars. Source customarily wears spectacles, 
: 9. Geiead Sunbtmend Ad ‘ceocree Shadhdeet Qutling the sock of the 
| night, vatthing @ slow progression in a south-southwesterly direction, until it : 
ee ee See OR eer, See Ee 4 Sep 56). Tie 
} “39, Ne sounds vere heard, although Source stated tint vhen she first. 
| began her observations, she thought she oe tarete t wees. she date? dom: 4 
f cided this wea distant highway traffic, 
pa ‘2. source stated tint sin had never before enocutered anything Ike 
thay she bad no iden as to the Ldentity ofthe cbjects : 


~* 
mr PP 
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12-UFCE=-1-56 ### Part Three 
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Plight 1-8, 46024 AISS 


I. SCURCE Seti, 


Address: @MBM-Avenve ‘est, Kalispell, Montana 

Age: 56 

Cecupation: County Director, Flathead [> 1+, SSS 
Hducation: 7 years 

Qualifications: Lt Cal, US Army (Ret) 


II. RELIABILITY: Despite a lack of formal education, Source impressed the 
investigators as being distinctly above average intellizence and ability. 
*riendly and courteous, he carefully weighed the answers to all questions, 
considering them thorougly before giving a reply. He gave the impression that 
although he knew that sightings of such objects should be reported, he was a 
little uncomfortable and self-conscious that it should have happened to namie 
lie may be considered to be enplctely reliable. | 


Iii « SOURCE! S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: 


ts. Source was in his residence when the coe Post Supervisor Sel aphaned 
him at avpraximately 0403302 Sep 56 (2030 heurs MST, 3 Sep 56) and informed hin 
that an urusual object was clearly visible in the Seuth-southeastera sky and 
inquired his opinion as to its identity. 


2. Source stated that on stepping waahae his house, he immediately 
observed a brilliant glow in the sky, in a south-southeasteriy direction, and 
s% an angle of approxizately 75 degrees from the horizon. 


3. The night was cold, dry, and with vary gusty winds, There was no 
noon, but zany stars were visible, despite scattered clouds. 


4. Source, who wore spectacles during the interview, observed the 
ob Sect through a pair of binoculars (power unknown) but could detect no sharp 
itlines. He stated that the object seemed to have no shape at all, but later 
seided that the trailing edge was very slightly more convex than the leading 


2128. 


5. The ebject was red, but later appeared to turn to white. This 
saange in celor continued during the periods of his observations. The object 
~.3@12 would disappear at varied intervals, and then reappear. During the 
-cervals of disappearance, Source stated the sheen of it was visible through 

4 els udas. 


5. Source declined to estimate the size of the object, ere ye A Svaeteny 
chat he eculd not de so. He stated that the best description he Coun’ © | ae 
‘+ was that it was similar te a brilliant licht, and that ae 


‘"tagpmittently. 
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Plight 1-B, 4602d AISS . - ¢ 1 


7° Source did not see the object move, although at one time after 
he had returned inside the house, the object seemed to have moved to the 
right, or to the south. 


8. No sounds were heard at any time. 
9. Sources would not theorlze as to the possibis identity of the object, 


but he was certain it was not a planet. Ne apelogized for not being able to 
describe it more accurately or compictely. 
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Flight 1-5, 4602d AISS 9 15 


I. SCURCE: Karl A. Clark, T/Sgt, USAF 
Address: 4773rd GCC Squadron, Kalispell, Uontana 
Age: Approximately 30 
Duties: GOC NCOIC, Kalispell, Montana 
“ducation: High School 
Length of Service: Eleven months with GCC 


II. RSLIABILITT: Source, a very pleasant, affable and conscientisus non 
commissioned officer, was friendly and eager to be of any assistance he could 
offer. He impressed the investizators as being a man of excellent common 
sense and above averace intellizence. le was very serious and concerned about 
the object sighted, and self-conscious about his inability to explain it. 
Seurce is considered to be usually reliable. 


“a. ——* DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTINGS: 


1. Source was ‘notified at eveadinbely 040530Z Sep 56 (2230 hours 
MST 3 Sep 56) that a brilliant object had been reported sovth-southeast of 
KFalisrells; he viewed it from the back porch of the local GOC Post Supervisor 
(Refer te Parts One and Two, this report) until. approximately 041200Z Seo 5, 
a time scan of seven and one quarter hours. 


2e Source » observing through low-powered binoculars, described itas 
a brilliant light eperated with a rheostat; it would increase in brilliance until 
full intensity was nn and would then dim down to a dull glow within three 


of. four seconds. 


3.. The night was pitch dark but with many stars visible, and the 
object appeared to be brighter than the background of the sky. There were 
gusty winds; the night was dry and cold. There were many scattered clouds. 


Le Source stated that the object. was constantly moving in an erratic» 


manner, and progressing slowly in a southwesterly direction. He estimated it to 
be appreximately 35 degrees from the horizon, and that the object seered to be 
dedging in and out of a misty cloud which appeared below it. At times, the 
ooject was completely hidden by this misty cloud. At times, the object appeared 
fuszy and blurred, and at other times was clearly outlined. (Refer to Incl 1 for 
~emory sketch by Source} ;. In his own words, Source stated that it looked to him 
like "Half grapefruit with Oldsmobile rocket emblem behind it so that the point . 
of the rocket was ahead of the grapefruit, and the tail fins to the rear of the 
zsraper mite? 
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5. Source estimated the size of the object to be comparable to a dime 
held at arm's length... The colors varied from red to green to white, No sound 
was noted at any time. 


6. At approximately 9413002 Sep 56, Source was a passenzer in an L~20 
type aircraft which flew a circles of abort 200 miles in the area. lothing umsual 
was observed during the flight. 


7e Source stated that he had never previously observed anything 
similar to this object, and has no theory as to its identity. 


1 Inel: 
Source's memery sketch of object. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


Wes Balloon 
Probably Balleon 
Possibly Balleon 
Wes Aircroft 


Probebly Aireraft 
Possibly Aircraft 


Ix Wes Astronomical 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 


‘ | PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 
es eee es Ll. | 12. 
) io 
3 September 1956 _ Kalispell, Montana 0 
DATE-TIME GROUP TYPE OF OBSERVATION — - 
Lecal “tk Ground- Vi sual 0 Grownd-Rader 
GMT... 0+4/0420Z — | O Air Vi wel Air-Intercep! Roeder | S 
PHOTO: - SOUR 
=e Bota {8 
“DO: No :; ) | Ly i _ Li Xx VI = | Vy OC 
LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE : 
| seven hours | one in orbit ln 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF is, | | 11. COMMENTS a 


One bowl or tear-shaped object, size 
of dime at arm's length, Color varied 
im red to green to white. Obj had a 
fuzzy & hazy tail. Obj was initially 
Sighted SSE at 35 dsr elevation, 
Object was observed visually & 
through binoculars for 7 hrs & disa- 
ppeared over the horizon near dawn, 


ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 32) 


Other 


Insufficient Date fer Evaluation 


Unk ne wn 


1 © - 
uirs. 


Concur w/Fit 1-B investigating 
officer that sizhting was 
by planet Mars, 


caused 
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I, SOURCE a@UUUNURERGM, SSzt, USAF 
Ages 22 
Length of Service: With GOC for 23 months 


Education: igh School 
Tech Sehools Ground Radio Operatar 
Stations G0, Helena, Yontane (EXHB 5936) 


seer ° “tt RELIABILITY: iV deuves Wis aks. Vipcbide jue fovin bin’ duty wiahten ih 
Helena, Montana, visiting with the NCOIC of the GO in Kalispell, Montana when b 
cbeerved this object. He was completely cooperative and anxious to be of any assis— ~ 
tance he could render, Source was convinced that bs had seen samthing wmusual, but 
was self-concious about being involved, ani inquired several times if the investi- 
gators thought he was "nuts®, Se appeared to be samewhat shy about answering . 
questions, but was positive and definite when he oe answer, Source is considered 
baited 5 ome, pee | te a 4 


mm SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTINGS “ee! 


: i> Bourse fisut chservel tn wanmlly trilliant object in the 
Br EGER Ba ae a Rl roy Santer any tay A 
vicinity of Kalispell, Montana, > Seentaes We eheayve 8% Fer an dour and © halt, 
ee Ce ee eee 

" - 2e ‘he aight va piteh dare bot vith oeny stare viathley and the: 
inde vere very ety The veether was dry. end colt. | 


a 3. jeuicd stated thi Uacatders gered “th © brtiitons rellanss, 
vutehn gael 4s gheahe of intervals, He described its color as being a 
bright golden bus, and that it appeared to have a sharp clear outline except for a 
fussy and hasy taiji, He compared its brichtness to that of an automobile headlight 
Ee ee 


Source stated the ‘object appeared to be eaabbbibne metallic, 
and said it was oe in size to a basketball held at arm length. 


| 5. Source was certain that there was no cloul connected with this 
object. Hs never cbserved any y weawnl Glows in the visinity of the object, nar Mie 
| amd ree ppeearing 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFPCRTS; 


1. A check with the weather forecaster at Yalmstrem AFB, Montana (2450 4931), 
reyealed the following information about conditions at Kalispell: 


Wind at 030900Z 3 Sep 56:3 
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Metbiateys 


talispelis ‘ab'$5 utes ‘Uureuchuan ‘she night 
Surreuding: stetiouse 30-50 miles throughout the night _ 


Three-hour reports st 0306002 Sep 56 and 0309003 indicated 
ee eee ee ee 


tans 2900 ). 
Havre, Montana —~Aeng 2033) 
Livingston, Montana (EXKA 2640) 
Mallen, Idaho (SKC 1328) nape 


2. 1360 type afreraft porenhled fran both Yainstran AB and Geiger AFB 
reported no radar oF visual contest with the cbjest. 


& 3. “eference material available to this flicht indicates that the planet 
Pz We oe nian eer te eae: Gerth than $0 tis heen singe 39M). ant vil} tn eonseymnce 
> (of Aizhest brillianey.. | | 
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COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER: 


1. Ih the opinion of the Preparing Officer, this sighting was caused by < 

the planet Mars for the following reasons: | 
ae On 7 September 1956, the planet Mars will be closer to the earth 2 

than it has since 1924; it is particularly brilliant in the svening sky even now, a 
bd... Sunset at 0402032 Sep 56 (1903 hours MST 3 Sep 56); sunrise at ‘ 
Ee en ee These hours are consonant with the : 
sightings *; _— sageehs : eis é 
The position of. the planet Mars is consistant with that reported ‘ 


in the 


Pi -Lrthough all Peisces pada the object as having ERI 
larger size than other stars or planets, I believe this general impression to 
oo emeneye possibly’ a ee and eagerness se of 


'Fechongil checcyottte'sé any: star ee ylanst Uireegh «pais of hand= 
bold binosulars vill give the fapression cf erratis novenent. | 


f.- An Sources had theroughly discussed the odject emong themselves 
price to being interviewed and had completely compared their impressions and 
opinions; these Srapraccrpce 8 Sr Rint pArporing in minor aspects, are basically 
+he Jame « . 
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aman ar coi cre:t dan wean wo ton” geen thy enone hae te 

igvant wit: proper frente weather forecaster at Malmstrom AFB, 
Bk 5, 


be ‘Be other  hrpotbeess of ‘WOe's meets Mdentitiestion criteria. 
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Sentember 3,1 -ontenae~ An unexplained Uro : } 
: hte cul. ge hy - | 
“ie by i + get as a shinine triancie and an ora re bel 
vore es nead Kelispell.!: ‘ontana it tf LLY Gs : 
in a westerly direction, ; ote sanpenred 
Air Force and civilian offictals vi coved the ob 
te ect a 
were not able to explain it vay as a natural Ssenovienems i | 
It was first sichted at 10 Pelt, aNd dissapeared at 5:30 | 
AeMee i : 
At tines durinzc the nicnt the object became bricht | 
dimmer, Once in a thile Ft faded | out of si: chs ake | 
‘ © Lwr ¢€ a 
return into view, a. ee + 
At no time was the object picked un on radar, | 
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Case 209, Kalispell, Mont, Sept. 3 and 4, 1956—A UP 
report told of a “shining triangle” surrounded by a yellow 
glow which hovered in the sky throughout the night. It 
disappeared westward early Tuesday. Said the report, 
five jet interceptors from Malmstrom AFB were scrambled 
in an attempt to sight the object, but were thwarted by 
low clouds. Air Force and civilian officials viewed the 
object, but were unable to explain it away as a natural 
phenomenon.-** 

Ed: Mars is suspected, but certainly the AF and at least one of 


the civilian officials should be able to recognize Mars, and jets 
do not scramble to chase a planct 35 million miles away. Accord- 


ing to the Great Falls Tribwne, which contradicts the UP accounts, 
the object was seen in the sky southwest of Kalispell . . . then it 
faded into the east when the sun came up,” 


1956 ,Septet-Montana-a triangle-shaped UFO & an o 
seen by hundreds. AF Jets couldn't oan 
on Radarese (honi tered off Radio ) 
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